
I F  YO U  A R E  A  PA R T  O F  T H E  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  D I S C I P L I N E , membership in the National 
Communication Association is fundamental to your professional life. Only NCA brings together scholars from around 
the country, and from every area of Communication, to form a thriving disciplinary community that is committed to 
advancing state-of-the-art research, teaching, learning, and practice. NCA addresses the broad interests of the 
discipline, as well as the diverse needs of its individual members. In our 103rd year, NCA and its more than 7,000 
members are making a difference within the Communication discipline, throughout the academy, in our communities,  
and beyond. Here are a few highlights from 2017.

A D VA N C I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  D I S C I P L I N E

n	 	Sponsored two NCA Public Programs about health communication and culture, 
focusing on Appalachian and Native American communities, respectively 

n	 	Awarded more than $30,000 in grants that will support member projects and 
programs throughout 2018 

n	 	Oversaw the publication of more than 300 articles in NCA’s 11 scholarly journals

n	 	Launched Current Commentary, an online collection of timely essays that 
address unfolding public events as they are connected to Communication 
scholarship and teaching 

n	 	Garnered media coverage in hundreds of national and local outlets featuring 
Communication scholars’ research and publications

S U P P O R T I N G  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  S C H O L A R S  A N D  T E A C H E R S

n	 	Provided nearly $100,000 to support a series of professional development programs and conferences, 
including the Doctoral Honors Seminar and the Institute for Faculty Development, and hosted the bi-annual 
NCA Chairs’ Summer Institute

n	 	Issued a variety of reports to provide scholars with relevant data about the discipline

n	 	Redesigned the NCA website to include new resources and tools for members; the site features a responsive 
layout and user-friendly functionality 

n	 	Published monthly E-tools essays by and for faculty, featuring new media and technologies for the classroom

N A T I O N A L  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A S S O C I A T I O N
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Year in Review



A D V O C A T I N G  F O R  A C T I O N

n	 	Joined the National Humanities Alliance and Consortium of Social Science 
Association (COSSA) on Capitol Hill in advocating for federal funding for  
the humanities and social science 

n	 	Partnered with and participated in the nation’s first March for Science 

n	 	Attended meetings of the National Science Foundation’s Directorate of Social, 
Behavioral & Economic Sciences (SBE), National Academies, COSSA, and the 
Council of Graduate Schools to monitor trends in social science and humanities 
education and research, and the outlook for federal research funding

n	 	Served as a member of the Coalition for National Science Funding (CNSF), 
and participated in the annual CNSF Capitol Hill Exhibition 

n	 	Signed on to several letters in support of free speech and ethical communication, less restrictive immigration 
and visa policies, and other national policy issues of relevance to higher education

n	 	Issued action alerts to members to support federal funding for humanities, social, and behavioral science 
initiatives, to oppose the taxation of tuition waivers for graduate students, and to maintain net neutrality 

H O N O R I N G  O U R  L E G A C Y,  K E E P I N G  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  R E L E VA N T

At the NCA 103rd Annual Convention in Dallas, Texas, more than 4,000 scholars gathered 
to exchange ideas and present research under the theme, “Our Legacy, Our Relevance.” 
Attendees heard from Carroll C. Arnold Distinguished Lecturer Catherine Squires about 
the intersection of currency, culture, slavery, and race; witnessed a lively spoken word 
performance with award-winning slam poets and scholar activists in the Opening Session; 
and learned how Communication is integral to internationalization and globalization from 
NCA President Stephen J. Hartnett. NCA members are studying how the communicative 
aspects of myriad issues— from politics and entertainment, to gender issues and immigration—
apply to our daily lives. Their research continues to help shape important policies, practices, 
and perceptions that have local, national, and global impact. 
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J O I N  O U R  C A M P A I G N  T O  S U P P O R T  F U N D I N G  F O R  T H E  N E H  A N D  
A L L  F E D E R A L  H U M A N I T I E S  P R O G R A M S . 

#SavetheNEH

N AT I O N A L  H U M A N I T I E S  A L L I A N C E

A S  I N D I V ID U A L S :

1.	 	WRITE,	CALL,	OR	SCHEDULE	A	MEETING	WITH	YOUR	MEMBERS		
OF	CONGRESS.		
Our online system makes it easy to call and write. Resources available  
on nhalliance.org can help you prepare for a meeting with a D.C. or district 
office. Visit our website for more information on the NEH, talking points, and 
leave-behinds for your meeting.  

2.	 	WRITE	AN	OP-ED	ON	THE	VALUE	OF	NEH	FUNDING	TO	YOUR	
ORGANIZATION,	CAMPUS,	OR	COMMUNITY.	
Join the growing number of scholars and humanities professionals who have 
written about the NEH for local and national news outlets. Our website has 
talking points and model op-eds that can help you craft your message.

3.	 	SIGN	UP	FOR	OUR	MAILING	LIST	TO	STAY	INFORMED.	
Once you are on our list, we will keep you apprised of appropriations news and 
make sure that you take action at crucial moments. Visit our website or  
text SAVETHENEH to 52886 to sign up.

4.	 	RECRUIT	MORE	ADVOCATES.	
Use our social media resources and share our advocacy page to engage your 
networks in humanities advocacy. 

A S  O R G A N I Z AT I O N S : 
1.	 	JOIN	THE	NATIONAL	HUMANITIES	ALLIANCE.	

If you are not yet a member, please consider joining our network of 
organizations committed to fighting for the humanities. Visit our website  
to learn more about NHA membership.

2.	 	MOBILIZE	YOUR	MEMBERS.
By distributing our action alerts to your members, you can ensure that Members 
of Congress hear from as many constituents as possible. We also provide content 
for advocacy sections of websites designed to engage your members in advocacy. 

3.	 	HELP	YOUR	MEMBERS	STAY	INFORMED.
NHA provides quarterly columns for use in scholarly society magazines, blogs, 
and newsletters on the political landscape, our advocacy strategy, and how to 
become more involved. 

4,	 	HELP	US	RECRUIT	ADVOCATES	IN	KEY	DISTRICTS.	
NHA is targeting 55 Members of Congress who could play a key role in preserving 
funding for the NEH. Work with us to identify and reach out to your members who 
live in these districts to make sure they contact their Members of Congress.

OUR LEGACY

#ourlegacyourrelevance

NCA 103RD ANNUAL CONVENTION   n   NOVEMBER 16-19, 2017   n   DALLAS, TEXAS 


